Recent advances have made it easy to amass large collections of digital recordings of our daily lives. The Personal Digital Historian Project (PDH) is an ongoing effort to help people organize and navigate digital collections in order to reflect on and share their experiences. The PDH interface employs a table-top display containing a circular interface, which allows people to interact with each other as well as their data. We have developed a group history of our own research lab as the first application of PDH. This case study motivated several new extensions to PDH, including methods for branching off from and returning to various conversational threads, discovering relevant information, and incorporating background contexts to enable flexible story sharing. A primary finding of our user evaluation was that people were able to focus on and enjoy their conversation and the data, rather than concentrate on operating the PDH system.
